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The World Health Organization (WHO) supports Member Countries in their continuing efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. Improving maternal health remains a top priority. 

Haemorrhage is the leading direct cause of maternal deaths, and bleeding after childbirth forms the major component. I will briefly highlight work carried out in this area by the WHO:

· WHO has been actively involved in research on prevention and treatment of postpartum haemorrhage. These well-done studies included large numbers of women from different countries: The information generated have provided very useful information on interventions for PPH. 
· WHO has also contributed to synthesizing the evidence on the global magnitude of the mortality and morbidity related to postpartum haemorrhage.
· WHO Integrated Management of Pregnancy and Childbirth (IMPAC) guidelines include prevention of PPH by active management of third stage of labour using oxytocin. WHO supports Member Countries to implement these guidelines. 
· The Midwifery Education Modules provide training guidelines for prevention and treatment of PPH

· The Making Pregnancy Safer-Integrated Health Technology Package (MPS-iHTP) resource planning and costing tool assists countries to identify their specific resource needs for prevention and treatment of PPH.  

· When more data emerged on misoprostol as an option for prevention and treatment of PPH, WHO commissioned reviews of evidence, organized technical consultations and developed treatment guidelines. The WHO Recommendations for Prevention of PPH were published in 2007. The WHO PPH treatment guidelines will be available soon.
· WHO works with other UN agencies to estimate maternal mortality ratios and progress towards achieving MDGs. WHO in collaboration with other UN agencies, monitors the availability and use of uterotonics in Member Countries.
· WHO continues to articulate consistent, ethical and evidence-based policy and advocacy positions in the area of postpartum haemorrhage.

Increasing quality skilled care at birth is a key intervention to improving maternal health. WHO assists Member Countries in increasing coverage of skilled care at birth. Many Member Countries are currently actively promoting births in facilities by skilled personnel. There are concerns about the quality of care in many health facilities. WHO is currently working on improving the quality of childbirth care in all facilities as this approach is likely to achieve results more efficiently. WHO will work at policy and programme level to implement a package of interventions more specifically targeted at facility level. Work will simultaneously go on to address the several issues that hinder access of women for skilled care. These will include addressing financial and geographical barriers, issues related to inequity, and ensuring community participation in health programming..
WHO will work with partners to ensure consensus on the package of evidence based interventions to reduce maternal deaths and morbidity due to PPH, to advocate for greater investment in maternal health and to monitor progress in maternal health 
